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sherman’s lagoon
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pardon my planet
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The world of the
card-pusher
There are players known as card-pushers, a derisive term that describes those who tend to
play without thought. There are card-pushers at
every level of the game, but, sadly, most of them
are not aware of their shortcoming and simply
proceed blithely along, rarely stopping to think
things out.
Here is an example of a card-pusher at work.
West leads the K-A and another heart against
South’s four-spade contract. Declarer ruffs the
third heart, enters dummy with a trump and finesses the queen of clubs, losing to the king.
West returns the ten of clubs to declarer’s ace.
South draws trumps ending in dummy, discards
a diamond on the jack of clubs, but eventually
loses a diamond and goes down one.
The evidence convicts South of being a cardpusher. There is no good reason to go down on
this hand; West’s opening bid tells declarer who
has the king of clubs and that a club finesse, if
attempted, is certain to fail.
If declarer’s only concern were to avoid losing a
club trick, he would have to finesse. But South’s
primary goal is to make the contract, and he cannot achieve it by taking a finesse that is virtually
certain to lose. Instead, South should lead a low
club toward dummy at trick four!
If West takes the king, South later cashes the
ace of clubs, draws trumps ending in dummy and
discards the 8-6 of diamonds on the Q-J of
clubs. If West does not take the king of clubs,

Crossword/Quote
Word Sleuth

South wins in dummy, plays the A-K-x of diamonds and later ruffs his remaining diamond in
dummy to produce his 10th trick.
Tomorrow: Extra chance.

You will focus on money, cash flow and
earnings during the next four weeks. Similarly, you might contemplate a major
purchase.

You will feel strongly about many things
during the next few weeks. In particular,
romance, as well as issues with shared
property and inheritances, will matter.

The Sun will be in your sign for the next
four weeks, boosting your energy and attracting favorable circumstances and
people to you. This happens once a year.

You will need more sleep during the next
four weeks because of the placement of
the Sun opposite your sign. Respect your
need for more rest.

Respect your need for some peace and
quiet during the next few weeks. You
need to withdraw from the busyness of
the world around you in order to make
goals and ground yourself.

Do whatever you can to get better organized during the next four weeks, because
you want to turn over a new leaf. Your
high standards will apply to your health
as well.

You will be popular during the next four
weeks! Enjoy schmoozing with friends
and members of clubs and groups. Share
your hopes and dreams for the future
with someone.

You are playful and fun-loving during the
next four weeks. Enjoy sporting events,
the arts, romantic associations, playful
times with children, parties and vacations.

For the next four weeks, the Sun is at the
top of your chart, casting a flattering
light on you. This makes you look great in
the eyes of bosses, parents, teachers and
VIPs!

home and family will become priorities
for you in the next four weeks. Many will
want to cocoon at home more than usual.
Just do it.

If possible, go traveling during the upcoming weeks, because you need a
change of scenery and a chance to learn
more. Do what you can to broaden your
horizons.

The tempo of your days will accelerate
during the next four weeks because of a
busy schedule full of errands, visits with
others, increased reading and writing, and
short trips. Busy you!

IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY People view you as powerful because you are so fastmoving and energetic. Emotionally, you are well-balanced. During the next three years,
you will experience a time of culmination, success and financial accumulation. That’s
why it is wise to settle your debts this year. This also is a social year that deals with
the results of last year’s changes.
BIRThDATE OF: Tim Curry, actor; Kate hudson, actress; Ashley Judd, actress/activist.
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