
BY LUKE MEREDITH

The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa – No.
2 Texas clarified the Big 12
South title picture by thump-
ing No. 18 Oklahoma State
41-14 in Stillwater on Satur-
day night. 

The race for the North di-
vision crown, though, is
more muddled than ever. 

The top five teams in the
North are either 5-3 or 5-4

and have at least two losses
in conference play. Kansas
State (5-4, 3-2) remains the
surprise leader of the divi-
sion, followed by Nebraska
(5-3, 2-2) and Iowa State (5-4,
2-3).

Preseason North favorites
Missouri (5-3, 1-3) and
Kansas (5-3, 1-3) got off to
slow starts in the Big 12.
Only Colorado (2-6, 1-3) looks
like it won’t be a factor after

losing four of its last five. 
Missouri snapped a three-

game losing streak by beat-
ing the Buffaloes, 36-17,
though the Tigers could only
muster a field goal in the sec-
ond half. 

“At times on offense, we
look like we did a year ago.
And there’s times on offense
when we look like we can’t
get a first down,” Missouri
coach Gary Pinkel said. His

team faces Baylor this week. 
Kansas, which has

dropped three straight after
a 5-0 start, can make a big
statement this weekend
against the rival Wildcats in
Manhattan. Coach Mark
Mangino said Monday that
senior quarterback Todd
Reesing will start this week,
despite being benched late in
a 42-21 loss to Texas Tech. 

Mangino said that the of-

fensive line’s inability to ade-
quately protect Reesing was
part of the reason he pulled
him. Reesing was sacked six
times by the Red Raiders. 

“I think it was the appro-
priate thing to do,” Mangino
said. “I didn’t want him tak-
ing any more shots.” 

l Frosh quarterbacks:
Nebraska joined a growing
list of Big 12 teams playing

freshman quarterbacks
when it started Cody Green
in a 20-10 win over Baylor. 

Green was the first true
freshman to start for the
Huskers since Tommie Fra-
zier in 1992. Though his num-
bers weren’t great – he was
12-of-21 passing for 128 yards
and an interception – Green
led Nebraska to points on its
first three drives. 

the third round of the play-
offs last season, begin their
postseason run at 6 p.m. to-
day with a road game against
Colby.

This is, by far, Buhler’s
longest road trip of the past
two seasons. Warner said his
team will leave this morning,
eat lunch in Hays before trav-
eling on to Colby.

Colby went 3-0 in district
play and is 7-2 this season. A
year ago, the Eagles went 6-4
and had to make a long trip to
Andale for a first-round play-
off game. Andale beat Colby
in that game 56-6.

“They run different forma-
tions on offense. They like to
run, but their quarterback
can throw the ball,” Warner
said. “They play physical
football.”

While Buhler likes to count
on senior tailback Jorden
Oden, who has 2,123 yards
and 30 touchdowns this sea-
son, Colby has a balanced
rushing attack as four backs
have more than 300 yards this
season. Ethan Stickel leads
the team with 660 rushing
yards. Quarterback Kale
Arnberger has thrown for 778
yards. 

Colby’s losses this season
are a pair of 2-1A teams – St.
Francis in its opener and a
month ago to Smith Center,
which is looking for its sixth
straight state title this
month. Buhler started its sea-
son with wins over Andover

and Abilene, a pair of state-
ranked 4A teams.

“We hope our schedule
prepares us throughout the
playoffs,” Warner said. 

Two other Reno County
teams open their playoff
play today at home.

Trinity Catholic has a
tough draw against South-
east of Saline, a team
ranked in 3A before drop-
ping a district game to Hills-
boro.

Pretty Prairie, unbeaten
like Trinity, plays Udall.
The Bulldogs are coming off
one of their best wins of the
season as they won 26-16 at
Goessel last Thursday. 

Other top area games to-
day include:

l Garden Plain (8-1) at
Wichita Collegiate (9-0) –
As good a matchup as there
is today as the Owls are
ranked third in 3A and Col-
legiate is No. 4. Garden

Plain’s only loss is to No. 1
Conway Springs.

A year ago, Collegiate
also went unbeaten during
the regular season before
losing 40-21 in the first
round to eventual state
champion Conway Springs.

l Tribune (7-2) at
Macksville (7-2) – A pair
of Eight-Man I state-ranked
teams square off –
Macksville is No. 7 and Tri-
bune is No. 9. Macksville,
which reached the state
semifinals last year, has
won six straight since start-
ing the year 1-2.

l Victoria (8-1) at Gold-
en Plains (7-2) – Victoria
is No. 5, but had been No. 1
before losing to Otis-Bison
10 days ago, and Golden
Plains is No. 10 and has won
six in a row. Victoria beat
Golden Plains in the first
round of the playoffs last
year.
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ing to get out there and get after
it. It’s exciting for us and it’s a
big thing for our soccer pro-
gram.”

Liberal has experienced a
successful run under coach
Lori Navarro as the Redskins
have reached the state quarter-
finals every year since 2003.
The Redskins finished third at
state a year ago after losing to
eventual state champion
Aquinas in the semifinals.

Binns said being around
winning programs – like
Hutchinson’s five-time defend-

ing state champion football
team – helps the Salthawks off-
set their lack of postseason ex-
perience. 

“One of the things is that,
when you’ve been around com-
petitive programs, you see foot-
ball and Hutch High in general
is a winning atmosphere,”
Binns said. “I think we can feed
off of that winning atmos-
phere and be fine. They’re very
young team. … Our guys will
come to play.”

Hutchinson came to play in
last Saturday’s 6-0 win over
Winfield in the South Central
Regional 3 championship
game. The six goals tied a sea-
son-high as the Salthawks got
their first goal in the opening

minute and never let up. 
Binns said his team looks to

carry the momentum from that
scoring outburst into tonight.

“I think they started finish-
ing and being mentally
strong,” Binns said of the win
over Winfield. “They were fo-
cusing and keeping composed.
That’s what it’s all about. When
you get your opportunities,
stay calm and stay relaxed.” 

Another fast start, Binns
said, could go along ways for
the Salthawks.

“If we come out in the first
few minutes and we take it to
them and show them what
we’re made of and what Hutch
High soccer is about, then
we’re going to be alright.”
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said.“Duringpractice, I’m see-
ingabetterwork ethic as a
team.Weknowwecanreach
thestate championship game
andwe’re fighting for that goal.”

Thequestforthatgoalstarts
tonightwhen the Celtics, un-
beaten and ranked sixth in
Class3A,host8-1Southeast of
Salineinthefirstround.

This season has continued
therapidturnaroundforthe
Celtics.

In2007,Trinity went 2-7, los-
ingitslastsevengames of the
season.Lastyear, the Celtics
were 7-4 and reached the second
roundof theplayoffs.

Thisyear, the Celtics not only
are winning, but they’ve won
convincinglyonmostnights.
Prior to last Thursday,Trinity’s
offense was averaging 51 points
pergame.

Meanwhile, the defense had
allowed seven points in its previ-
oussixgames,shuttingout
three straight opponents during
onestretch.

“It’snicetowin,butit’seven
betterwhen you get that zero,”
saidOberle, who is second on
theteamintacklesbehindMen-
doza.

The Celtics returned six de-
fensivestartersfromlastyear’s
teamwhen they allowed 15.4
pointsper game. 

Oberleisthelonereturning
starter on the defensive line, but
Racette said defensive ends
AustinFlynn,JosephSchrock

andChaseJones have filled in
well on the line.

“Inmyopinion,thedefensive
line is the key to our defense.
Theyeat up blocks so our line-
backerscanrunfree,” Racette
said.“We had a lot of questions
that had to be answered on that
sideof the football. They’ve
doneagreat job.”

Racette said playing adjust-
ment-sound is the secrettothis
team’s defense. The Celtics will
allow the intermediate gain, but
Racette wants to stayawayfrom
the big play.

“If anyone is going to beat us,
we’drather see them takea12-
or15-play drive to score than
give up one big play,”Racette
said. “Likeagainst Halstead, we
bentbut we really never did
break.”

Today,theCelticswillsee a

teamthat features a quarter-
back who can move the ball ef-
fectively on the ground or
through the air.

Thisseason, Bryant Beneke
hasrushedfor 1,060 yards and
passed for 1,078. It’s the second
consecutive year Beneke has
rushedandpassedformore
than 1,000.

“They like to spread you out
andthen let their athletic kids
make plays,” Racette said.

Awintoday could set up a
matchup with defending state
champion Conway Springs on
Saturday.Butfor now, all of
Trinity’sfocusisonSoutheast
of Saline.

“We know they’re going to
comeout and playhardbecause
thisisthetimeof season, it’s
win or go home,” Mendoza
said. 

Trinity
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There’s certainly a level of familiarity on
theAshlandfootball team this season.

Firstof all, there are seven sets of broth-
ersonthe40-player roster. And then the Blue
Jays brought back a majority of their
starters from last year’s 5-4 team.

“Myexpectations were really high before
theseason,”Ashlandcoach Matt Scripsick
said.“From day one, I thought we had the
chemistry and team back to make the play-
offs.”

Ashlandnotonly have made the playoffs –
theBlueJays open Eight-Man II postseason
play at home tonight against South Barber –
but also have gone unbeaten to this point.

“Ithinkitshows their work ethic over the
summerandcomingintotheseasonwith a
littlemore confidence,” Scripsick said of his
team,which has been ranked all season and
endstheregular season at No. 3. “We had a

lotof young kids that had experience from
lastyear.” 

Scripsick said one weakness the Blue
Jays had last year was a lack of a running
game. But this season, Ashland is averaging
more than four rushing touchdowns per
game.

BenFox leads the balanced rushing at-
tack with 628 yards and 13 touchdowns. In
all,nine Blue Jays have rushed for touch-
downs. Quarterback Corey Stebens has
thrown for 993 yards. 

“It’s a huge difference that we’re able to
runtheball,” Scripsick said. “If teams try to
stoptherun, we can spread it out and pass it.
We have a lot of balance.”

Stebens and Fox each have brothers on
theteam.The seven sets of brothers are Ben
andGilesFox, Corey and Chance Stebens,
RansomandColeGardiner, Kirk and Blake
Woodruff, Adrian and Salvaor Dominguez,
James and Jerald Callahan and Colton and
DaltonMoore. 

Corey Stebens missed most of last year
withanACL injury. The Blue Jays have

dealt with some injuries this year. Ervin
Swonger, who caught 54 passes last year,
has played in only about half the games,
and Jay Luerman, who filled in at quarter-
back last year, has been sidelined with
torn meniscus. 

Luerman could be cleared to play at the
endof this week, but for now the Blue Jays
are concentrating on South Barber.

“A key will be us stopping their size,”
Scripsick said. “They are so much bigger
than us.” 

lRanking notes – The state’s top
teams were in postseason form last week
as only four ranked teams lost – and all of
them lost to other ranked teams.

This will be the final football state rank-
ings of the season until the end of the
playoffs. Six of the seven No. 1 teams –
Olathe North (6A), Hutchinson (5A),
Conway Springs (3A), Smith Center (2-
1A), Baileyville B&B (Eight-Man I) and
Hanover (Eight-Man II) – end the regu-
lar season at No. 1 after being ranked
No. 1 in the preseason. 

Ashland takes 9-0 record into playoffs tonight

Big 12 North up for grabs heading into final month of regular season


