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	 QUESTION: If jealousy 
between kids is so common, 
then how can parents mini-
mize the natural antagonism 
children feel for their sib-
lings?

	 DR. DOBSON: It’s helpful 
to avoid circumstances that 
compare them unfavorably 
with each other. They are 
extremely sensitive to the 
competitive edge of their 
relationship. The question 
is not “How am I doing?” it 
is “How am I doing com-
pared with John or Steven 
or Marion?” The issue is not 
how fast I can run, but who 
crosses the finish line first. 
A boy does not care how tall 
he is; he is vitally interested 
in who is tallest. 
	 Children systematically 
measure themselves against 
their peers and are tremen-
dously sensitive to failure 
within their own families. 
Accordingly, parents should 
guard against comparative 
statements that routinely 

favor one child over another.
	 Perhaps an illustration 
will help make the case. 
When I was about 10 years 
old, I loved to play with a 
couple of dogs that belonged 
to two families in the neigh-
borhood. One was a black 
Scottie who liked to chase 
and retrieve tennis balls. 
The other was a pug bulldog 
who had a notoriously bad 
attitude. One day as I was 
tossing the ball for the Scot-
tie, it occurred to me that it 
might be interesting to throw 

it in the direction of the ol’ 
grouch. It was not a smart 
move. The ball rolled under 
the bulldog, who grabbed the 
Scottie by the throat when 
he tried to retrieve it. It was 
an awful scene. Neighbors 
came running as the Scottie 
screamed in pain. It took ten 
minutes and a garden hose to 
pry the bulldog’s grip loose, 
and by then the Scottie was 
almost dead. He spent two 
weeks in the hospital, and 
I spent two weeks in “the 
doghouse.” I regret throwing 
that ball to this day.
	 I have thought about that 
experience many times and 
have begun to recognize its 
application to human rela-
tionships. Indeed, it is a very 
simple thing to precipitate 
a fight between people. All 
that is necessary is to toss 
a ball, symbolically, under 
the more aggressive of the 
two and prepare for the 
battle that ensues. This is 
done by repeating negative 
comments one has made or 

by baiting one in the pres-
ence of the other. It can be 
accomplished in business by 
assigning overlapping terri-
tory to two managers. They 
will tear each other to pieces 
in the inevitable rivalry. 
Alas, it happens every day.
	 This principle is also 
applicable to siblings. It is 
remarkably easy to make 
them mortal enemies. All a 
parent must do is toss a ball 
in the wrong direction. Their 
natural antagonism will do 
the rest.

	 QUESTION: How early in 
life is a child capable of mak-
ing a strong-willed stand in 
defiance against his or her 
parents?

	 DR. DOBSON: Depend-
ing on the temperament 
of the individual, defiant 
behavior can be displayed 
by very young children. A 
father once told me of taking 
his 3-year-old daughter to a 
basketball game. The child 

was, of course, interested 
in everything in the gym 
except the athletic contest. 
The father permitted her to 
roam freely and climb on the 
bleachers, but he set up defi-
nite limits regarding how far 
she could stray. He took her 
by the hand and walked with 
her to a stripe painted on the 
gym floor.
	 “You can play all around 
the building, Janie, but don’t 
go past this line,” he in-
structed her.
	 Dad had no sooner 
returned to his seat than 
the toddler scurried in the 
direction of the forbidden 
territory. She stopped at 
the border for a moment, 
then flashed a grin over her 

shoulder to her father and 
deliberately placed one foot 
over the line as if to say, 
“Whacha gonna do about it?” 
Virtually every parent the 
world over has been asked 
the same question at one 
time or another. That’s the 
way some kids are made.

	 Dr. Dobson is founder 
and Chairman Emeritus 
of the nonprofit organiza-
tion Focus on the Family, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80995 
(www.focusonthefamily.org). 
Questions and answers are 
excerpted from “Complete 
Marriage and Family Home 
Reference Guide” and “Bring-
ing Up Boys,” both published 
by Tyndale House.
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	 BETHANY CHAPEL BAPTIST, 2nd 
and Poplar. Armogen B. Walker I, pas-
tor. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Morning 
Worship, 11 a.m. 785-242-4331.
	 BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH, 325 N. 
Cherry. Sun. School, 10 a.m.; Morning 
Worship, 11 a.m.
	 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH (925 
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and 6 p.m., Sun.; Wed. Evening Bible 
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59. 2 miles South of Ottawa-Sunday 
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a.m.; Mid-week  Study, Wed., 7:30 p.m.
	 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 1212 Willow 
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	  CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE, (W. 
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all ages, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship 
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TAWA, 621 N. Poplar.   Sun. Worship, 
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	 CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH, 
915 W. 19th. Sun. School, 9:45 a.m.; 
Sun. Worship, 11 a.m.; and 6 p.m.; 
Wed., 7 p.m.
	 END TIMES CHURCH, 214 E. Lo-
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	 FAITH, HOPE & LOVE OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES, Sun. School 10 a.m.; Wor-
ship 11 a.m.;  Evening Service 6:30 p.m. 
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205-9738.
	 FAITH LUTHERAN, 1320 W. 15th. 
James Wiese, pastor. Sunday School, 
9:15 a.m.; Worship, 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. LOGOS Midweek Program K-12 
with dinner 5:30 p.m. 785-242-1906 
www.faith-lutheran.net.	
	 FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD, 13th 
and Mulberry. Sun. School, 9:00 a.m.; 
Worship, 10:30 a.m.
	 FIRST BAPTIST 4th & Hickory Rev. 
Joel Fredrikson, Pastor.   1st Sun. of 
each month combined Worship 11 a.m.; 
2nd - 4th Sun. 9 a.m. (traditional) & 11 
a.m. (contemporary); Sunday School  10 
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	 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 11th & 
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day.
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at 113 W. 4th St. (Ottawa Girl’s Club 
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	 JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES, 3139 
K-68 East. Sun., 10 a.m.-noon; Wed. 7 
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CHRIST   C.O.G.I.C., 814 E. Walton. Ot-
tawa. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Wor7.5
11 a.m.	
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Children’s church 11 a.m.; MIdweek 
Bible Study 6 p.m. & Kid’s program 6:30 
p.m. The Rev. Leonard Cheasbro. 785-
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	 NORTH BAPTIST, 413 E. Wilson. 
Sun. School, 9:15 a.m.; Worship, 10:30 
a.m.; AB Youth, K-12, Wed. 6:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. www.ottawanorthbaptist.org
	 OTTAWA  BIBLE, 1623 Poplar. Rev. 
Larry Carrier. S.S., 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 
10:50 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Youth, 6:30 
p.m.; Wed., AWANA-K-8, 6:30 p.m.; 
Adults, 6:30 p.m.; obchurch@sbcglob-
al.net; ottawabiblechurch.org
	 OTTAWA COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
9th and Main. All Sun. Morning Services 
held at Ottawa Middle School, Adult and 
Children Small Group Sun. 9:30 a.m.; 
Fellowship and Worship Sun. 10:30 
a.m., Children’s Church every Sun.; 
AWANA Clubs Sun. Evening 5:30-7:30 
p.m.; Men’s and Women’s Celebrate 
Recovery Group Wed. Evening at 7 
p.m.; Small Group Study throughout the 
week; www.ottawachurch.com.
	 OTTAWA CHURCH OF GOD, 422 
S. Main. Rev. Jame Peae. Sun. School, 
10:00 a.m.; Morn. Worship, 11:00 a.m.; 
Eve. Worship, 6 p.m.; Wed., 7 p.m.
	 OTTAWA FIRST UNITED METHOD-
IST, 203 E. 4th St. (4th & Hickory). Dr. 
Felix Burrows. Sunday School 9-10 
a.m.; Fellowship 10-10:25 a.m., Inspira-
tional Worship Service 10:30 a.m., Jr. & 
Sr. Youth Groups 5:30 p.m. 
	 OTTAWA HOME FELLOWSHIP, 
704 S. Cedar. Brad Kahler, Coordina-
tor. Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.; Sun. 
School, 11 a.m.
	 PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH, 316 E. 
12th. Rev. Dale Stratton. Sun. School, 
10 a.m.; Worship Services, Sun. 10:45 
a.m. and Evening 7:00 p.m.; Prayer and 
Bible Study, Thurs, 7:30 p.m.
	 SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 5th 
and South Cedar. Sat. Mass, 5:30 p.m.; 
Sun. Masses, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
	 SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST, 9th & 
Sycamore. Travis Forde, pastor. Worship 
Service, 11:00 a.m.; Sabbath School, 
9:30 a.m.; Prayer Meeting, Thurs., 7:00 
p.m.
	 TOWN AND COUNTRY INDEPEN-
DENT CHRISTIAN, 515 N. Main. Sunday 
School, 9:30; Worship 10:30 a.m.
	 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST, 
630 N. Cedar. Rev. Barb Clinger Sun. 
School, 9:00 a.m. for all ages; Worship, 
10:30 a.m.   (Childcare provide for all 
services).
	 VICTORY TEMPLE, 903 N. Poplar. 
Pastor Norman Ryerson. Sun., School, 
10 a.m.;  Sun. night 6 p.m.; Sun., Wor-
ship, 11 a.m.; Wed. night, 7 p.m.
	 WESTMINSTER    PRESBYTERIAN, 
13th and Maple. Worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday School, during school year at 
9:15. See web site for activities for all 
ages: www.westpresottawa.org
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	 APPANOOSE BAPTIST, Pomona. 
Rev. Lynne Smith. Worship, 9:30 a.m.; 
Sun. School, 10:30 a.m.
	 BEACON OF TRUTH. Minister Reu-
ben Esh. Sat. Sabbath Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.; Sun. Evening Worship Ser-
vice p.m.; Wed. Evening Prayer Service 
7:30 p.m.   Hwy. 59 & Allen Rd., Rich-
mond. 785-448-4906.
	 CENTROPOLIS CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH, Pastor Jim Cain. 1104 Barnes 
Ave., Centropolis.   Sunday School, 9:30 
a.m.; Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 785-
255-4469.
	 COME AND DINE, 137-2 N. 7th St., 
Quenemo. Rev. Robert Cauffman. Sun-
day School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Sunday
	 GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH, 4730 
Statford Rd., Wellsville, (1/4 mile E. Hwy 
33 on Stafford Rd.). Sun. School, 10 
a.m.; Worship Service, 10:50 a.m.; Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.	
	 CENTROPOLIS BAPTIST.   717 
Centropolis Ave., Centropolis, KS. Sun. 
School, 10 a.m. & Preaching 11 a.m.
	 GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
310 E. 8th (East US Hwy 56), Overbrook, 
Kansas. Elvin Dillard, Senior Pastor; 
Services: Sunday School 9 a.m.; Wor-
ship 10:15 
	 GRACE REVOLUTION CHURCH, 
1004 N. Pearl, Paola (meeting at My 
Father’s House Community Svc.), Sun. 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. small groups.
	 GREENWOOD BAPTIST, 1104 La-
bette Rd., Pomona. Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Sean Holloway, 913-221-3420, green-
woodpastor@gmail.com	 	
    HOMEWOOD CHRISTIAN AND COM-
MUNITY. Pastor John Klaassen. Sun. 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship Service, 
10:30 a.m.
	 LANE UNITED METHODIST. Rev. 
Gary Gooding. Worship Service, 8:30 
a.m.; Fellowship & Adult Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
	 MELVERN UNITED METHODIST, 
Rev. Dr. Jim Stigall, pastor. Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.
	 MICHIGAN VALLEY UNITED METH-
ODIST.  Pastor, Duane Kessler. Worship, 
9:30 a.m.; Sun. School, 10:30 a.m.
	 MICHIGAN VALLEY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Pomona Dam Road, Quen-
emo. Bob Parisot, Pastor. Sunday 

School, 9:00 a.m.; Church Service, 
10:00 a.m. 785-453-2296. 
	 NAZARENE CHURCH - TOWN & 
COUNTRY, 1650 Idaho Rd., Homewood. 
Pastor Fred Funk. Sunday Worship, 10 
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785-746-1020. 
NEW HOPE BAPTIST. 4704 Hwy 68, 
Wellsville. Sunday School 9 a.m.; Sun-
day Worship 10:30 a.m.
	 NEW LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD, 5th 
& Baker, Baldwin. Mark Halford, pastor.  
Sun. School 9:45 am; Sun. worship, 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. worship, 7 p.m. 
785-594-3045.
	 NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH. 705 
Westgate, Garnett. Pastor Rick Ran-
dall; Services: Sunday school 10 a.m.; 
Worship 11 a.m.; evening services 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday bible study/prayer 
meeting 7 p.m. 785-448-4777.
	 PENIEL BIBLE CHURCH, 2761 
Trefoil Rd NE, Waverly, Kansas Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:30 a.m.
	 POMONA ASSEMBLY OF GOD, 
corner E. A & 4th St., Pomona. 2 Wor-
ship Services, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
	 POMONA UNITED METHODIST. 
Kathy Symes, pastor. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m.; Worship Service, 11 a.m.
	 PRINCETON CHRISTIAN. Duane 
Pedrow, pastor. Sun. School, 10 a.m.; 
Worship Service, 11 a.m.
	 PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST.  
Worship, 9:00 a.m.
	 QUENEMO BAPTIST. Rev. Donald 
Brannon II, pastor. Sun. School, 10 a.m.; 
Morning Worship Service, 11 a.m.; Eve-
ning Services, 6 p.m.
	 QUENEMO UNITED METHODIST. 
Rev. Dr. Jim Stigall, pastor. Worship, 9 
a.m.; Sunday School, 10 a.m.
	 RANTOUL COMMUNITY UNITED 
PRESBYTERIAN. Temporary Supply, 
Morning Services, 9:30 a.m.; Church 
School, 10:30 a.m.
	 REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JE-
SUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 
Wellsville. Donald Scott, pastor. Sun. 
Service, 9:45 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
Wed. Prayer Service, 7 p.m.
	 RICHMOND UNITED METHODIST 
COMMUNITY, Richmond. Jerry Harn-
den, Pastor.   Sunday School, 9:45; 
Morning Worship, 11 a.m.
	 RICHTER UNITED METHODIST. 
Jacob Cloud, pastor. Sun. School, 8:15 
a.m.; Church, 9:00 a.m.; Adult Sun. 
School, 10:30 a.m.
	 RUHAMAH BAPTIST. Church 8:30 
a.m.; Sunday School 10 a.m.	
	 ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST, 1 mi. north of Worden. In-
terim pastor, Rev. Mary Lou Klein. Sun. 
School, 10 a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m.
	 ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC (Emer-
ald). 31 Hwy. NW Crawford Rd., Wil-
liamsburg. Worship Sat. 5 p.m.
	 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC, Rich-
mond. Fr. Jerry Williams, O. Carm. (Car-
melites), pastor. Masses, 6 p.m.; Sat. 6 
p.m., Tues. & Thurs., 8:30 a.m.
	 TAUY BAPTIST. Sunday School, 10 
a.m.; Service, 10:30 a.m.
	 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH, 4176 
Hwy 268, Vassar. Sun. school 10 am; 
Worshp 11 am.
	 UNION CHAPEL UNITED METH-
ODIST, 2302 Nebraska Road. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.; Church, 10:30 a.m.
	 VASSAR UNITED METHODIST,  
23211 S. Croco Rd.,  Vassar. Worship, 9 
a.m.; Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
	 WELLSVILLE BAPTIST. Pastor 
Tom Swafford. Sun. School, 9:45 a.m.; 
Morning Services, 8:30, 10:50 a.m.; 
Wed. Service, 7 p.m.
	 WELLSVILLE FAMILY WORSHIP 
CENTER. Curtis Wright, pastor. Praise 
and Worship 10:45 a.m.; Youth Service 
6 p.m., Sun.; Bible Study 7 p.m., Wed.
	 WELLSVILLE UNITED METHODIST. 
Richard Fitzgerald, pastor. Wed. 7 p.m. 
Worship Service.; Sun. School, 9:00 
a.m.; Traditional Worship, 10:15 a.m.
	 WILLIAMSBURG UNITED METH-
ODIST, Morning Worship, 10 a.m.; 
Church School, 9:00 a.m. & 11 a.m., P.O. 
Box 60, Williamsburg.
	 ZION LUTHERAN, Vassar. Rev. 
Mark Junkin. Worship Services, 9 a.m.; 
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
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By ERIC GORSKI
AP Religion Writer

	 The Church of Scientology 
is going through a difficult sea-
son.
	 Over the course of two days 
last week, a French court con-
victed the church of fraud and 
Oscar-winning filmmaker Paul 
Haggis’ resignation from the 
church over a litany of con-
cerns was aired publicly. On 
one hand, it was just another 
bad press week for the em-
battled institution founded in 
1953 by the late science fiction 
writer L. Ron Hubbard.
	 But for former Scientologists 
and scholars of the movement, 
the setbacks pose a greater chal-
lenge coming on the heels of de-
fections of top-level Scientolo-
gists who lifted a veil of secrecy 
on the organization and alleged 
a culture of violence and control 
under Hubbard’s successor, Da-
vid Miscavige.
	 The church has strenuously 
denied the allegations against 
Miscavige, portraying the ac-
cusers as lying disgruntled ex-
employees.
	 Church spokesman Tommy 
Davis said Scientology is flour-
ishing, with more than 8,000 Sci-
entology churches, missions and 
groups in 160-plus nations. He 
said assets and property holdings 
have doubled over the past five 
years, including a new church in 
Rome and another opening this 
weekend in Washington, D.C.
	 ‘‘From our perspective, 
things are going pretty great,’’ 
Davis said. ‘‘In fact, that’s down-
playing it. Actually, what’s hap-
pening with the church right 
now is frankly spectacular. To 
the degree there are these var-
ious things happening, it really 
is a lot of noise.’’
	 One major survey of Ameri-
can religion shows Scientol-
ogy declining in the U.S., how-
ever. The estimated number 
of Americans who identify as 
Scientologists rose from 45,000 
in 1990 to 55,000 in 2001, then 
plummeted to 25,000 in 2008, 
according to the American Re-
ligion Identification Survey.
	 Davis said that while the 
church avoids membership es-
timates, it’s ‘‘absolutely in the 
millions’’ globally and growing 
in the U.S.
	 Scientology has long been 
controversial. The Internal 
Revenue Service granted the 
church tax exemption in 1993 
after a nearly four-decade bat-
tle over whether it should be 
considered a religion. Critics 
say Scientology is a business, 
preying on people by charging 
exorbitant sums for services.
	 The church continues to 
fascinate, fueled by interest 
in celebrity adherents such as 
Tom Cruise, John Travolta and 
Kirstie Alley, as well as beliefs 
that don’t fit into typical Amer-
ican religious boxes.
	 Hubbard taught that the 
‘‘thetan,’’ the equivalent of a 
spirit, can be cleared of nega-
tive energy from this and pre-
vious lives through a process 
called auditing. With the aid of 
auditors, Scientologists seek a 
state called ‘‘Clear’’ and then 
advance through various levels 
of ‘‘Operating Thetan.’’

Defections, 
court fights 
threaten 
Scientology
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