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	 Dear Heloise: I recently 
bought a house, and the 
linen closet in the hall-
way has a musty smell and 
damp feeling. I placed 
baking soda in it to ab-
sorb odor and dampness, 
but it’s not working. Help! 
I have to crack the door 
open sometimes to “dry” 
it out, and all my towels 
smell musty and damp. 
— C.M. Jerger, via e-mail

	 Yuck! Baking soda is 
a great odor neutralizer, 
but first, I’m concerned 
that you have to open the 
door to dry it out. If that 
works, that tells me either 
there is a water leak or 

moisture coming from 
somewhere. You can try 
these hints:
	 1. Charcoal — either 
plain barbecue briquettes 
or activated charcoal, 
found in pet stores. Char-
coal is great for neutral-

izing odors. 
	 2. Cat-box filler — clay-
type cat-box filler in a 
margarine tub. Litter is 
wonderfully absorbent 
and sometimes works as a 
last resort.
	 If these hints don’t 
help, you’ll need to be a 
detective and try to figure 
out what the dampness 
is and where it’s com-
ing from. If it persists, 
you should call a profes-
sional — it’s not going to 
go away on its own! Also, 
if left alone, it could get 
worse and grow into black 
mold, which is extremely 
hazardous to your health. 
— Heloise

	 Dear Annie: Last 
weekend, my daughter, 
my grandchildren and I 
attended an exhibition at 
a well-known museum in 
Chicago. While waiting to 
enter, I saw a boy about 8 
years old trying to comfort 
his toddler sister, who was 
crying. The mother was not 
present. However, when 
she returned, she snatched 
the little girl away and 
slapped the boy viciously 
on his ear. He cried out in 
obvious pain and ran to a 
nearby wall, sobbing. 
	 My daughter and I could 
not contain our shock and 
dismay, but we did not 
approach. The woman 
came after the boy and he 
ran. My daughter followed 
discreetly and heard the 
woman berating the child. 
He explained that he was 
trying to get his sister to 
stop crying, but the mother 
shouted that he had em-
barrassed her and should 
not have held the girl. 
	 I am a retired psychi-
atric nurse. To hit a child 
in such a manner is child 
abuse. It is especially 
harmful to hit a child 
on the head or ear. Such 
a blow can damage the 
delicate structures in the 
ear and cause permanent 
injury. Ten minutes later, 

we saw them again, and 
the little fellow was still 
rubbing his ear. 
	 This mother needs 
counseling. I would have 
notified security, but there 
were large crowds and a 
lot of noise, and I doubted 
they would help. Now, I 
feel I should have said 
something. At least let par-
ents know they must not hit 
their children on the ear or 
head, or jerk them or shove 
them. If they are having 
problems with stress and 
child-rearing, there are 
social agencies that will 
help. — Indianapolis

	 Dear Indianapolis: We 
pray this was a one-time 
loss of control on the moth-
er’s part. No matter how 
badly a child is misbehav-
ing, hitting him, especially 
on the head, never makes 
the situation better. In this 

instance, we would have 
approached the mother 
gently, said it was obvious 
her kids were a handful, 
and asked if she needed 
help. It is a tactic that can 
calm the mother down and 
let her know others are 
watching. It also shows the 
children that adults are 
willing to protect them. If 
the mother continued to 
be abusive, the next step 
would be to call the police.

	 Dear Annie: Is it proper 
to have a baby shower for a 
second or third child? Two 
of my cousins are having 
showers because this time 
around it’s going to be a 
girl instead of a boy.
	 I already spent plenty 
on the showers for the 
first kids and don’t feel it 
is right to expect people 
to spend any more. What’s 
your take? — Out of Money 

	 Dear Out: According to 
Peggy Post, it is OK to give 
showers for subsequent 
children, but only if the 
guest list is limited to very 
close relatives and friends, 
and any remaining guests 
don’t include those who 
already attended a shower 
for the first child. And you 
can, of course, decline the 
invitation.
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If you have news to report please call us at
(785) 242-4700 or (800) 467-8383; or send 
e-mail to news@ottawaherald.com.

If you have calendar or entertainment news please call 
us at (785) 242-4700 or (800) 467-8383; or send e-mail 
to news@ottawaherald.com.
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