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	 Dear Heloise: A while 
ago, you had a column 
about many pets losing 
their homes in the fore-
closure crisis, and how 
adopting one of these 
homeless pets could end 
up adding a very special 
member to your family.
	 Last year, we adopted a 
Chihuahua puppy, Isa-
belle, whose owner was 
losing her home, even 
though we already had 
“two” many dogs.
	 Several months later, 
our little schnauzer died, 
and our little poodle 
passed away later that 
year. I cannot begin to 
express how much of a 

comfort Isabelle was dur-
ing these times, and how 
fortunate we are to have 
her.
	 She has indeed become 
more special than I ever 
could have imagined. 
— Jacky in Omaha, Neb.

	 Jacky, so sorry about 
losing your two beloved 
dogs, but am glad to hear 
that an adorable adoptee 
now has a loving home 
and a place in your heart. 
Folks, visit a shelter 
— you might find the right 
fit for your home. — Helo-
ise

	 Dear Readers: Christi 
Palmer of Wichita Falls, 
Texas, sent a photo of her 
15-year-old white domes-
tic long-haired cat, Bear, 
resting in a tent made 
from newspapers. To see 
Bear in his homemade 
tent, visit www.Heloise.
com. — Heloise

	 Dear Annie: My parents 
divorced 18 years ago, and 
Dad has had numerous 
partners and wives since. 
Three months ago, Dad 
found out he had stage-
four colon cancer. Two 
weeks after his diagnosis, 
he married “Sue.”
	 Here’s the problem: 
Before he was sick, Dad 
didn’t get along that well 
with Sue. They argued a 
lot, and my sisters and 
I thought he’d eventu-
ally break it off. Still, 
we were all polite to her 
and invited her to family 
gatherings. As soon as 
they married, Sue started 
pushing us away. Her fam-
ily members had confron-
tations with my sisters at 
the hospital, telling us we 
were butting in too much. 
	 Dad recently came 
home. We are determined 
to do whatever we can 
to help and be with him 
until his final day. We 
used to come over to take 
out the garbage and mow 
the lawn, but now Sue has 
hired people and says 
we don’t need to come by 
anymore. When we told 
Dad how upset we were, 
he said he is too sick to ar-
gue with Sue and she can 
do whatever she wants. 
	 Dad just had a birthday. 

We gave him a puppy since 
he told us in the hospital 
he wanted one to sit with 
him through chemo. Sue 
got rid of it. We think she 
is emotionally abusive to 
him. I know he’s terribly 
depressed because he 
keeps asking for his gun 
back. We don’t want to 
create problems. We just 
want to be part of Dad’s 
life before we lose him. 
Any ideas? — Confused in 
Michigan 

	 Dear Confused: This 
type of situation is sad but 
not uncommon. Sue needs 
to control everything in 
your father’s environment 
in order to cement her 
position as his wife. She 
fears you may influence 
him in a way that does 
not benefit her. If you 
think she is truly abu-
sive, call the authorities. 

Otherwise, do your best to 
give Sue the control and 
respect she thinks she de-
serves in order to find a 
way to see your father and 
offer him some comfort.

	 Dear Annie: I was 
angered by your answer 
to “Confused Mom in 
Omaha,” whose husband 
told his boss their infant 
daughter had died so he 
could collect money. You 
asked, “In spite of his 
greed, is Alex otherwise 
a good father?” Are you 
kidding? 
	 Yes, a child should have 
a father involved in her 
life, but only if he is a good, 
stable person. This father 
obviously is not. You should 
retract your advice, apolo-
gize and suggest “Confused” 
consult an attorney. — An-
gered in Tallahassee

	 Dear Angered: We 
understand, but disagree. 
Dad did not try to hurt his 
daughter. He was simply 
pulling a con job. And 
while that may not make 
him a very good person, it 
doesn’t mean he doesn’t 
love his daughter, and we 
don’t believe he should 
be prevented from having 
supervised visits. For her 
sake, not his.
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If you have news to report please call us at
(785) 242-4700 or (800) 467-8383; or send 
e-mail to news@ottawaherald.com.

If you have calendar or entertainment news please call 
us at (785) 242-4700 or (800) 467-8383; or send e-mail 
to news@ottawaherald.com.
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